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A. Overview 
 

2012 Strategic Goal  
Undergraduate - Quality Pillar C 

Submit proposals for General Studies courses which support program major course 
requirements or electives and replace or eliminate low enrollment courses with new 

courses with greater projected student interest.  
 

Faculty have shown great interest in expanding the current general education course 
offerings  in order to make the curriculum more innovative and relevant for 
students. Students enrolled in any undergraduate degree program could utilize  
these potential courses as their general education electives and benefit from the 
expansion. New courses could be added to the curriculum permanently, offered on a 
rotational basis, or used to replace low enrollment courses.   Any courses approved 
at this level would follow the next steps in the Institutional Decision Tree Track  IV. 
 
The General Studies substantive areas are ordered by number of proposals received 
from faculty.  Student enrollment data for the last year for each course is also 
included. The General Studies Course Chart is provided to illustrate current course 
offerings. 
 
Course Chart and substantive areas are ordered as follows: 
   A. Current Course Chart (see attachment A1) 
  B. History & Political Science 
  C. Communication/Humanities 
  D. Science 
  E.  English 
  F. Psychology   
  G. Mathematics 
 

Scroll through document to view information for each substantive area. 
Click on paperclip on side pane to view attachments. 

 
 



B. History/Political Science 
Student Enrollments 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Course Proposals   
(click on paperclip on side pane for full course proposals) 

B1. American Civil War 
B2. World War II 
B3. American Revolution 
B4. History of the American West 
B5.  History of the American Indian 
B6. American Indian History  
B7. Environmental History of the United States 
B8. Constitutional Law 
B9. Civil Rights 
BB10. Cold War 
BB11. Vietnam 
BB12. Rushmore: the Men of  on the Mountain 
BB13. War of 1812 
BB14. Manifest Destiny 
BB15. Constitutional Law 
BB16. From TR to FDR 
BB17. Colonial America 
BB18. Eater Rising 
BB19. Foreign Relations 
BB20. Founding Brothers 
BB21. Irish Potato Famine 
BB22. History of Modern Europe 
BB23. History of Modern Russia 

 

9/5/2011 - 9/5/2012 
Enrollment Count Course Number Course Name 

836 HY 1010 Western Civilization I 

280 HY 1020 Western Civilization II 

3084 HY 1110 American History I 

1834 HY 1120 American History II 

1232 HY 2000 American Military History I 

537 HY 2020 American Military History II 

358 PS 1010 American Government 

166  PS 2000 Introduction to Political Science 

810 PS 2010 American, State and Local Politics 



C. Communication/Humanities 
Student Enrollments 

 
 

 
 

• Course Proposals 
(click on link to see attachments) 
 

 
 

Course Proposals   
(click on paperclip on side pane for full course proposals) 

 
C01. Life, Ministry, and Teachings of Jesus Christ 
 
C2. interpersonal Communication 
 
C3. Nonverbal Communication 
 
C4. Introduction to Humanities 
 
C5. Introduction to Philosophy 
 
C6. Introduction to Ethics 
 
07. Speech Communication for Leaders 
 
C8. Argumentation 
 
C9. Social and Political Philosophy 
 
CC10. Women, Society, and History of Ideas  
 

 

 

9/5/2011 - 9/5/2012 
Enrollment Count Course Number Course Name 

261 AR 1010 Art Appreciation 

218 MUS 1010 Introduction to Music Appreciation 

535 PHL 1010 Critical Thinking 

46 (low enrollment) PHL 2350 Philosophies of World Religions 

276 PHL 2350 Philosophies of World Religions 

684 SOC 1010 Introduction to Sociology 

150 SOC 2010 Cultural Geography 

321 SP 1010 Speech Communication 

986 CM 1010 Business Communication 



D. Science 
Student Enrollments 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Course Proposals   
(click on paperclip on side pane for full course proposals) 

 
D1. Environmental Geology 
 
D2. Humans and the Universe 
 
D3. Oceanography 
 
D4. Environmental Science 
 
D5. New Physics I 
 
D6. Survey in Meteorology 

 

 

9/5/2011 - 9/5/2012 
Enrollment Count Course Number Course Name 

404 AST 2200 Explorations in Astronomy 

379 BIO 1030 Biology I 

51 (low enrollment) BIO 1040 Biology II 

920 BIO 1100 Non-Majors Biology 

130 CHM 1030 General Chemistry I 

20 (low enrollment) CHM 1040 General Chemistry II 

2479 ES 1010 Earth Science 

142 PHS 1110 Principles of Classical Physical Science 

36 (low enrollment) PHS 1120 Principles of Modern Physical Science 



E. English/Literature 
Student Enrollments 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Course Proposals   

(click on paperclip on side pane for full course proposals) 
 

E1. Literature of War 
 

E2. Introduction to Creative Writing 
 
 

 

9/5/2011 - 9/5/2012 
Enrollment Count Course Number Course Name 

4026 EH 1010 English Composition I 

3560 EH 1020 English Composition II 

1107 EH 3341 Technical Writing 

40 (low enrollment) AL 2000 American Literature I 

6 (low enrollment) AL 2010 American Literature II 



F. Psychology 
Student Enrollments 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Course Proposals   
(click on paperclip on side pane for full course proposals) 

 
F1. Forensic Psychology 

 
F2. Ethics and Multicultural Diversity 

 
 

 

9/5/2011 - 9/5/2012 
Enrollment Count Course Number Course Name 

1476 PSY 1010 General Psychology 

401 PSY 2010 Abnormal Psychology 

172 PSY 3019 History and Systems of Psychology 

207 PSY 3140 Social Psychology 

171 PSY 3150 Developmental Psychology 

181 PSY 3350 Theories of Personality 

166 PSY 3380 Psychology of Learning 

157 PSY 3505 Psychology of Adjustment 

75 (low enrollment) PSY 4460 Cognitive Psychology 

157 PSY 4501 Research Methods In Psychology 

62 (low enrollment) PSY 4560 Psychological Assessment 

90 (low enrollment) PSY 4620 Health Psychology 

108 PSY 4680 Industrial Organizational Psychology 



G. Mathematics 
 
 

Student Enrollments 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Course Proposals   
(click on paperclip on side pane for full course proposals) 

 
G1. Math for Liberal Arts 

 

 

9/5/2011 - 9/5/2012 
Enrollment Count Course Number Course Name 

2913 MA 1100 Basic Mathematical Fundamentals 

499 MA 1140 Finite Math 

1095 MA 1150 Algebra I 

63 (low enrollment)  MA 1170 Algebra II 

46 (low enrollment) MA 2023 Elementary Statistics 
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GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL

PROPOSED BY: Robert Finger

DATE: August 28, 2012

COURSE TITLE: American Civil War

COURSE DESCRIPTION: Examines America’s most costly conflict.  Course will explore significant events from the end of the Spanish American war to Lee’s surrender at Appomattox Courthouse in April 1865.  Attention will be given to the leadership, strategy, logistics, and political reasons for the war.

COURSE TEXTBOOK: Battle Cry of Freedom: The Civil War Era McPherson, Ballantine Books, 1989 ISBN: 0-345-35942-9; 0-345-35942-9

COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

	After completing this course, students should be able to do the following: 

1. Identify and explain the significance of key events, and outcomes of the conflict.

2. Describe the lead to and reasons for war on both sides.

3. Identify economic and industrial strengths and weaknesses for both sides.

4. Explain the changes in national and international perspective about the conflict as it carried on.

5. Identify major political and military figures from both sides of the conflict.

6. Identify technological, social, and medical developments during the war.

7. Develop a timeline of major political changes made during and due to the conflict.

8. Explain the strategies for battle on both sides and their strengths.

9. Discuss the changes for slaves after the Emancipation Proclamation and leading into Reconstruction.

10. Describe why the Union won the war and identify the key turning points.

JUSTIFICATION:

Because Columbia Southern University (CSU) continues to cater to students within and from a strong American military tradition, a course on what is arguably America’s most influential conflict could interest a large segment of the student population.  Currently the University offers two survey courses which introduce this conflict in both the social and military aspects, but due to their larger timeline, they miss many of the major details which develop the greater significance of the key battles, figures, innovations, and policies that would emerge in 1860s America including the end of slavery, the ratification of three Constitutional Amendments, and the beginning of the Ratification era.

The purpose of this course is to highlight this pivotal conflict, and provide an additional option for students looking to go further in depth about this conflict introduced in HY1110 and HY2000, and to also provide another option to fulfill the Social Science credit.  There will be no prerequisite or program requirement to take this course.

[bookmark: _GoBack]




GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL

PROPOSED BY: Robert Finger

DATE: August 28, 2012

COURSE TITLE: World War II

COURSE DESCRIPTION: Examines America’s role in the second global conflict of the twentieth century.  This course will focus on the reason for entry despite the isolationist philosophy after the Great War and the role that American forces played as part of the Allies against Hitler, Mussolini, and fascist Europe.  Special attention will be given to America’s reaction to Japan including Pearl Harbor and Truman’s decision to drop the atomic bomb. 

COURSE TEXTBOOK: 

The United States and WWII Maddox, Westview, 1992 ISBN: 0813304377

Major Problems in American History 1920-1945 Gordon, Wadsworth Cengage, 2011 ISBN: 0-5437-14905-0

COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

	After completing this course, students should be able to do the following: 

1. Identify and explain the significance of key events, and fallout of the conflict.

2. Describe the impact of the alliance system and catalysts for worldwide conflict.

3. Identify political, social, and economic factors which would allow the rise of Fascism and Nazism.

4. Explain the changes in national and international reception to the conflict as it carried on.

5. Identify the warring nations within both alliances along with major political and military figures.

6. Identify both major theaters of war including major battles.

7. Identify technological, social, and political developments during the war.

8. Explain the strategies for battle on both sides and their strengths.

9. Discuss the impact that Fascism and Nazism had on modern Europe.

10. Discuss the new world after WWII including the gains and losses and the rise of two world superpowers.

JUSTIFICATION:

World War II continues to be an international topic of conversation 70 years after it start, and with CSU’s (Columbia Southern University’s) continued efforts to cater to students within and from a strong American military tradition, a course on what was arguably the most noteworthy conflict of the Twentieth Century would be an excellent addition to the Arts and Sciences curriculum.

America’s most influential conflict could interest a large segment of the student population.  Currently the University offers three survey courses which introduce this conflict in both the social and military aspects, but due to their larger timeline, they miss many of the major details which develop the greater significance of the key battles, figures, innovations, and policies that would emerge in this new stage of American foreign relations, diplomacy, and military including the America’s role on the world stage, reaction to an international threat to domestic soil, the international response to global economic crisis, and the rebuilding of modern Europe.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The purpose of this course is to highlight this pivotal conflict, and provide an additional option for students looking to go further in depth about this conflict introduced in HY1020, HY1120, and HY2020, and to also provide another option to fulfill the Social Science credit.  There will be no prerequisite or program requirement to take this course.




[bookmark: _GoBack]

GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL

PROPOSED BY: Robert Finger

DATE: August 28, 2012

COURSE TITLE: American Revolution

COURSE DESCRIPTION: Explores the American revolutionary era from 1763-1783, including the impacts on government, society, economics, and military which would lead to war, and the outcomes of the conflict. 

COURSE TEXTBOOK:

 Morgan The Birth of the Republic 1763-89 University of Chicago 1992 ISBN: 0-226-53757-9

Middlekauff The Glorious Cause: The American Revolution, 1763-1789 Oxford 2005 ISBN: 019531588x

COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

	After completing this course, students should be able to do the following: 

1. Identify the events leading to the war starting from the end of the French and Indian War (Seven Years’ War) in America.

2. Discuss the economic importance of the American colonies, and the impact of England’s Intolerable Acts, and how that feeling of oppression would fuel the Revolutionary spirit.

3. Identify key figures that would become known as America’s Founding Fathers, including the Sons of Liberty, notable politicians, and legendary war heroes.

4. Explain the economic and military issues which would necessitate a different kind of defense by the Patriots, including the differences between militia and standing army.

5. Compare and contrast strategies, campaigns, and records from both sides of the battlefield.

6. Identify the role that other European nations would have on this American civil conflict.

7. Explain the uneasy peace that would come from the Treaty of Paris (1783)

8. Discuss the early American wartime government, including the ratification and problems with the Articles of Confederation.

JUSTIFICATION:

The Revolutionary War was arguably the most important statement the American military made on the world stage until the twentieth century.  This conflict between a poorly organized confederation of colonies and the world’s most dominant superpower of the time is a source for American nationalism, and would be an essential part to a truly new kind of government, and would be an inspiration to later conflicts in America and revolutions around the world.  This course will go into depth about how and why the American colonists were able to fight and win this civil war against a much better trained, funded, and experienced military force.  Leadership, strategy, and outside influences will all be reviewed.

This course would be attractive to a student who is interested in American history, and needs to fill a general elective or history requirement.  This content will also feed into other courses by identifying many of the early issues between Europe and America, and would set the scene for foreign relations, governmental establishment, and military involvement in later conflicts.




GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL

PROPOSED BY: Dr. Tamrala Swafford

DATE: 8-31-12

[bookmark: Textbook]COURSE TITLE: History of the American West

COURSE DESCRIPTION: An examination of the exploration, settlement, development, and mythology of the American West, 1490-1990, with attention paid to the role of the West as a key factor in the formation of national American identity.  



COURSE TEXTBOOK: Richard White. “It's Your Misfortune and None of My Own": A New History of the American West.  Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1993.

[bookmark: Objectives]COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

	After completing this course, students should be able to do the following: 

· Develop a solid foundation of the history of the American West as a region with a full history of its own rather than as a frontier for European settlers; 

· Describe the growth of communities and the social relationships and hierarchies embedded in them; 

· Assess the unique physical environments of the American West and how they have shaped the people who have lived there. 

· Compare and contrast cultural exchange and social relations where different people met, interacted, and adapted to each other;

· Analyze historical topics that relate to current political, economic, social, and cultural issues in the region.

JUSTIFICATION:

[bookmark: _GoBack]Historical narratives are interpretations of past events shaped by specific writers reflecting specific concerns of their day. As a nation changes, so too do the stories of its past. In the last couple of decades, the traditional “Winning of the West” story of European-American settlement of the frontier has given way to a much more complex set of histories better reflecting the diversity of people who have lived in the American West and the rich tapestry of their varied experiences. The newer stories about western history are more complicated, but much more interesting—and more accurate.  As another upper level General Education elective, this course will be interesting and appealing to those who want to understand more about the national American character and the association with the West.  Of all the talented historians CSU currently has on staff, I am positive this course would be a welcome addition to the teaching load of several instructors.



Thank you for your consideration!


[bookmark: _GoBack]GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL

PROPOSED BY: Dr. Tamrala Swafford

DATE: 8-31-12

[bookmark: Textbook]COURSE TITLE: History of the American Indian

COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course surveys American Indian history from before Columbus to the present. It emphasizes the American Indians’ political, economic, and social development, the emergence of the principles that guided them into the 21st century, the evolution of its institutions, and the causes and consequences of its principal wars.  

COURSE TEXTBOOK: Colin G. Calloway, First Peoples: A Documentary Survey of American Indian History, 4th edition, Bedford St. Martins, 2011. 

[bookmark: Objectives]COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

	After completing this course, students should be able to do the following: 

· Assess the causes, consequences, and phases of American Indians’ economic and social development from before Columbus to the contemporary period.

· Appraise the central events and issues concerning the development of American Indian society and culture between 1492 and the contemporary period, relating them to contemporary political and economic developments within the Euro-American society.

· Analyze the evolution of American Indian policies toward Europeans, colonial governments, and the United States government and the dynamics of cultural change, the patterns of cultural stability, and the changing historical context that shaped relations between Euro-Americans and the native peoples.

· Develop skills in analytical thinking and historical writing. Integrate all of the above people, places, or events into the “big picture” of Native American history. 

· Discuss historical issues, respond to study questions, and reflect on historical themes as presented in the context of the period and their relevance today. 

JUSTIFICATION:

The demographic of our student population would find this a most interesting course and it expands the knowledge gained in both Western Civilization and American History.  The course focuses on the significant concepts and events in American Indian history and their effect on United States history. I know those interested in American Military History would be interested in this course as well. I am one of ten adjunct faculty members teaching this course for American Military University and it has consistently been the most popular General Education elective for the past three years. Students absolutely love it! CSU already has several faculty members qualified to teach this course and would welcome the opportunity including:  Tamrala Swafford;  Joe Wilkins;  Brian Collier;  Laurie Arnold;  Nicole Gotschall.

Thank you for your consideration!


[bookmark: _GoBack]GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL

PROPOSED BY: Dr. Jeffrey Pilz

DATE: August 16, 2012

COURSE TITLE:  American Indian History 1 and 2

[bookmark: Textbook]COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

Part 1:  An historical and cultural exploration of American Indian peoples from before white encroachment to the Removal policy.

Part 2: An historical, cultural and policy study of American Indian peoples and their relationship with the US federal government from 1845 to present.

COURSE TEXTBOOK: 

First Peoples A Documentary Survey of American Indian History Fourth Edition ©2012 Author: Colin Calloway  Paper Text, 768 pages



[bookmark: Objectives]COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

	After completing this course, students should be able to do the following: 

Understand, discuss and explain the general history of American Indian people.

Understand the relationship between Indian peoples culturally and politically, and between American Indians and the government of the United States.

Have a working knowledge of the contributions Indian people have made to general American society, cultural life, economic and political structures.

Have an appreciation for the shared history and culture of American Indians and non-Indian peoples.







 

JUSTIFICATION:

  Justification for this course is that American Indians, though a tiny percentage of the population of the United States, have had much more influence than their numbers might indicate on social, cultural, economic and political life in the US. The First Americans are too often misunderstood, misrepresented or simply neglected in general US survey courses and one cannot have a full understanding of the United States without a full understanding of the historical and current contributions of American Indians to the greater whole. This course would have no prerequisites, and would necessarily be an elective, but would broaden CSU’s general education offerings.






GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL

PROPOSED BY: Dr. Tamrala Swafford

DATE: 8-31-12

COURSE TITLE: Environmental History of the United States

COURSE DESCRIPTION: Examines the history of human interaction in the American environment and the ways in which different groups have perceived, used, managed, and conserved the environment from pre-contact to the present. 

COURSE TEXTBOOK: Louis S. Warren, editor.  American Environmental History. Wiley-Blackwell, 2003. E-book available, file size 4296 Kb, Amazon price, $39.51.

[bookmark: Objectives]COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

	After completing this course, students should be able to do the following: 

1. Describe the historiography in the field of environmental history.

1. Explain ways in which human beings have historically constructed nature and their environments have affected the ways humans behave. 

1. Compare and contrast the key drivers of historical change in America in terms of expansion, resource development, and settlement. 

1. Distinguish critical factors of historical change resulting from industrialization, urbanization, and transportation.

1. Demonstrate the efforts applied to the conservation versus the preservation movements throughout American history.

1. Interpret the major components of the modern environmental movement.

1. Recognize the implications of the transformation of agriculture and our food supply.

1. Produce an analysis of the popular culture perception of the environmental movement.

JUSTIFICATION:

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Environmental History of the United States is a critical component of an interdisciplinary environmental approach to studying the broader field of American History.  Students will learn the diverse views of policy planners, environmental activists, historians, social scientists, and environmental scientists, as they explore the major debates in the field.  By placing the scope of the course from pre-contact to present day, students have the opportunity to learn how the modern environmental movement evolved and the issues that are most critical today.  I believe as an upper level General Education elective, CSU students majoring in Environmental Management would welcome this course to add to their historical understanding within their field. Given the current national and global debate on climate change, this course would be a popular addition to the College of Arts and Sciences. Thank you for your consideration!


GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL



PROPOSED BY: Dr. Jeffrey Pilz

DATE: August 28, 2012



[bookmark: _GoBack]COURSE TITLE(s):  African American History 1 and 2

[bookmark: Textbook]

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

Part 1: A survey of the history of African American people and culture from 1619 through the American Civil War.

Part 2: A survey of the history of African American people and culture from Reconstruction to the present. 

COURSE TEXTBOOK: 

African Americans: A Concise History, Combined Volume 4/E Darlene Clark Hine, et. al. Pearson Copyright:  2012 720 pp 

The advantage of this text is that an e-book form is available. It can also be had in a non-concise edition, volumes one and two.



[bookmark: Objectives]COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

	After completing this course, students should be able to do the following: 

Have a working knowledge of the history of the African American population and its contributions to American society, cultural and religious life, economic and political structures.

Be conversant in the development of slavery as a political, economic and social institution.

Explain the development of Jim Crow segregation in 19th century.

Discuss the various Civil Rights movements and legal challenges to segregation in the 20th century.

Have an appreciation for the shared history and culture of African American and non-African American peoples.

 

JUSTIFICATION:

 Justification for this course is that African Americans are a sizable numerical minority in the United States whose influence is much greater than their raw numbers and too often misunderstood, misrepresented or simply neglected in general US survey courses. One cannot have a full understanding of the United States without a full understanding of the historical and current contributions of African Americans to the greater whole. This course would be an elective but would broaden CSU’s general education offerings.


GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL





PROPOSED BY:  Dr. Jeffrey Pilz



DATE:  August 30 2012



COURSE TITLE:  The March toward Civil Rights in the 20th Century





[bookmark: _GoBack]COURSE DESCRIPTION:   This course is a survey of social and political movements in the United States designed to bring equality of political, economic and social opportunity to those who did not previously possess these for a variety of historical reasons. Considered here are the efforts of African-Americans, women, Latino/as, American Indians, GLBTs, students, the elderly and others.





COURSE TEXTBOOK:   There is no single text which covers all the topics a Civil Rights course addresses therefore this course will be connected to a variety of web based resources from which assignments will be drawn.





COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

	After completing this course, students should be able to do the following: 



1. 	Equate the term ‘Civil Rights Movement’ to all Americans rather than discreet racial, ethnic or other easily identifiable groups.

2. 	Identify and explain the significance of key personalities and events in the history of civil rights movements in 20th century America.

3.	Describe the economic, political and cultural systems in place which denied equality of opportunity to various groups in American society, and the mechanisms—legal, political, cultural—employed to bring change to these systems.

4.	Explain the effects on both national political culture and international relations which various civil rights efforts brought about.

5.	Discuss the long range effect of these movements on present day American society and politics.





 

JUSTIFICATION:



A study of social, cultural and political change of the scope of the so-called Civil Rights Movement could interest a large segment of the student population. Currently the University offers a survey course which introduces these events in both its social and political aspects, but due to the larger timeline, it misses many of the major details which develop the greater significance of the key figures, innovations, strategies and policies that emerged as a result of them. 

The purpose of this course is to highlight this pivotal effort which continues to this day, provide an additional option for students looking to further their understanding of civil rights as a movement and a concept, and to provide another option to fulfill the Social Science credit.  There will be no prerequisite or program requirement to take this course. 


GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL



PROPOSED BY:  Dr. Jeffrey Pilz

DATE: August 27 2012



COURSE TITLE: America-Russia and the Cold War

[bookmark: Textbook]

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  A political, economic, technological, diplomatic and cultural survey of US and Russian relations between 1945 and 1991, commonly referred to as the Cold War. 

COURSE TEXTBOOK: The Cold War: A Post-Cold War History, 2nd Edition Ralph R. Levering, ©2005, Paperback, Wiley-Blackwell 



[bookmark: Objectives]COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

	After completing this course, students should be able to do the following: 

Define and describe the motive and action of the foreign policy makers in the United States and the Soviet Union in this period.

Understand the historical, political and economic ramifications of those motives and actions.

Explain the relationships formed, and malformed, between nations in the context of the Cold War.

Discuss the long term ramifications of the Cold War on the US, Russia and the rest of the world.





 

JUSTIFICATION:

[bookmark: _GoBack]Because Columbia Southern University (CSU) continues to cater to students within and from a strong American military tradition, courses examining America’s role in and relationships with the rest of the world could interest a large segment of the student population.  The purpose of this course is to highlight this important topic which is only broadly addressed in US history surveys and US Military history surveys, and also provide another option to fulfill the Social Science credit.  There will be no prerequisite or program requirement to take this course.


GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL



PROPOSED BY:  Dr. Jeffrey Pilz

DATE:  August 28 2012



COURSE TITLE: The Vietnam War

[bookmark: Textbook]

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  A survey of the United States’ military experience in Vietnam, 1946-1975.  



COURSE TEXTBOOK: Either:

America's Longest War : The United States and Vietnam, 1950-1975 with Poster, 4th Edition  George C Herring,  ©2002, ISBN-13 9780072536188 (I have used this)

				Or:

America's Lost War: Vietnam, 1945 – 1975 Charles E. Neu, ©2005, Wiley-Blackwell  (I have not used this, but it is very good)



[bookmark: Objectives]COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

	After completing this course, students should be able to do the following: 

Define, describe, understand, explain and analyze the reasons for and history of the American involvement, and especially the military experience, in Vietnam between 1946 and 1975.

Have a working knowledge of the people, events and relationships that shaped this conflict.

Put this conflict in the context of the Cold War and greater US foreign relations (where it belongs).

 JUSTIFICATION:

Because Columbia Southern University (CSU) continues to cater to students within and from a strong American military tradition, and because the subject holds some controversy, this course could interest a large segment of the student population.  Currently the University offers two survey courses which introduce this conflict in both the social and military aspects, but due to their larger timeline, they miss many of the major details which develop the greater significance of the tactics, strategies, personalities, innovations, policies and fallout that came to define, and be defined by, America’s experience in Vietnam. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The purpose of this course is to highlight this pivotal conflict, and provide an additional option for students looking to go further in depth about this conflict introduced in HY1110 and HY2000, and to also provide another option to fulfill the Social Science credit.  There will be no prerequisite or program requirement to take this course.


GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL





PROPOSED BY:  Dr. Jeffrey Pilz



DATE:  August 30 2012



COURSE TITLE:  Rushmore: The Men on the Mountain





COURSE DESCRIPTION:  A comparative study of the political challenges faced by, and leadership styles of, Presidents Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln and Theodore Roosevelt.





COURSE TEXTBOOK:   TBD—I envision links to several web resources in lieu of a traditional text, built around discreet events across these administrations that can be compared and contrasted in the context of political leadership style under the Constitution.





COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

	After completing this course, students should be able to do the following: 



1.	Identify and explain the major challenges faced by the political leadership of the United States during the administrations of Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln and Roosevelt.

2.	Describe the political responses to these challenges orchestrated by each president.

3.	Gauge the economic, political and cultural ramifications of these responses.

4.	Discuss the similarities, differences, restrictions and continuities of presidential political power over the time in question.

5.	Compare presidential political power in the early years of the nation to today.



 

JUSTIFICATION:

[bookmark: _GoBack]This course can bring life to the stone faces on Mt. Rushmore as well as serve as a comparative study of political challenge, power and leadership style through the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Currently the University offers two survey courses which introduce these presidencies and their challenges but, due to their larger timeline, they miss many of the major details which allow a study of the continuity and change over time of presidential power. The purpose of this course is to provide such an opportunity, as well as another option to fulfill the Social Science credit.  There will be no prerequisite or program requirement to take this course.


[bookmark: _GoBack]GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL



PROPOSED BY:  Dr. Jeffrey Pilz

DATE:  August 27 2012



COURSE TITLE:  The War of 1812:  America’s Forgotten War 

[bookmark: Textbook]

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Examines the War of 1812 in the context of its times, from 1801 through 1820. The course examines the reasons for America’s first war, the war itself and its immediate political, economic and cultural aftermath. 

COURSE TEXTBOOK:   Stagg, J.C.A. The War of 1812: Conflict for a Continent (Cambridge Essential Histories, 2012) ISBN 0-521-72686-7



[bookmark: Objectives]COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

	After completing this course, students should be able to do the following: 

1. Identify and explain the significance of key events, key players, and fallout of the conflict.

2. Describe the economic, political and cultural conflicts with Europe that led to the decision to go to war.

3. Explain the changes in national and international to the conflict as it carried on.

4. Identify technological, social, and political developments during the war.

5. Explain the strategies for battle on both sides and their strengths.

6. Discuss the immediate economic, political and cultural impact of the war on American society.



 

JUSTIFICATION:

The War of 1812 transformed the United States from a fairly weak nation with little respect into country with the tools to expand and grow into a formidable presence in the future. It is, essentially, a forgotten war,  nation a course on what is arguably America’s most influential conflict could interest a large segment of the student population.  Currently the University offers two survey courses which introduce this conflict in both the social and military aspects, but due to their larger timeline, they miss many of the major details which develop the greater significance of the key battles, figures, innovations, and policies that would emerge in 1860s America including the end of slavery, the ratification of three Constitutional Amendments, and the beginning of the Ratification era.

The purpose of this course is to highlight this pivotal conflict, and provide an additional option for students looking to go further in depth about this conflict introduced in HY1110 and HY2000, and to also provide another option to fulfill the Social Science credit.  There will be no prerequisite or program requirement to take this course. 





 






GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL



PROPOSED BY:  Dr. Jeffrey Pilz



DATE:  August 30 2012





COURSE TITLE:  Manifest Destiny: Westward the Wagons and the Mexican War—1815-1850





COURSE DESCRIPTION:  A survey of the period between the end of the War of 1812 and the end of the War with Mexico, characterized as the period of Manifest Destiny. In this period the United States added more than a third to its physical size by diplomacy and war, incorporated Texas, Oregon and, finally, California and the Southwest, becoming a bicoastal empire in the process. It removed native people from east of the Mississippi to its far frontier, built a substantial industrial and railroad network and became a global economic presence in two oceans.





COURSE TEXTBOOK:   There is no standard text which covers this period exclusively. Web based resources will be linked from which students will draw materials for assignments and assessments.







COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

	After completing this course, students should be able to do the following: 



1.	Identify and explain the significance of key events, key players, and key political, economic, social, cultural, technological and diplomatic trends during this period.

2.	Describe the economic, political and cultural arguments for westward movement and, ultimately, for war with Mexico.

3.	Explain the changes in international relations, politically and economically, as a result of national policies pursued in this time.

4.	Discuss the long range effects—economic, political and cultural—of westward movement and the war on American society.



 

JUSTIFICATION:

Westward movement and the war with Mexico transformed the United States from a fairly weak nation with little respect into a country with the tools to expand and grow into a formidable presence in the future. It is, essentially, a forgotten period in most survey courses but given the chance to study it in detail could be of interest to a large segment of the student population.  Currently the University offers a survey course which introduces this period, but due to its larger timeline, it tends to miss many of the major details which develop the greater significance of the time.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The purpose of this course is to highlight this pivotal period in American history, and provide an additional option for students looking to go further in depth in their studies introduced in HY1110 (and to a lesser extent in HY2000, where the War with Mexico is introduced) and to also provide another option to fulfill the Social Science credit.  There will be no prerequisite or program requirement to take this course. 


GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL 

PROPOSED BY: Robert Finger, Lead Faculty History & Political Science

[bookmark: _GoBack]DATE:  August 28, 2012

[bookmark: Textbook]COURSE TITLE: Constitutional Law

COURSE DESCRIPTION: An introduction to the United States Constitution, including early debates and ratification, landmark cases, and discussion of modern role in government and American society.

COURSE TEXTBOOK: 

American Constitutional Law: Introductory Essays and Selected Cases – Alpheus Thomas Mason and Donald Grier Stephenson, Jr.



Hamilton, Madison, Jay The Federalist Papers

[bookmark: Objectives]COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

	After completing this course, students should be able to do the following: 

1.       Identify the different sections of the US Constitution

2.       Discuss landmark cases and their modern significance

3.       Explain the evolution of the US Constitution within politics and government

4.       Identify the Constitutional amendments and discuss their role in modern government

5.       Discuss the differences between federal and state laws

JUSTIFICATION: 

This is an excellent Political Science option for many real-world disciplines, and can serve as a general elective.  This course will put the law into practical and real life situations by examining the law, why it is present, and how it impacts modern life.  Because it does provide an introduction into legal topics, this information would be helpful being introduced in management, safety, and government occupations.




GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL



PROPOSED BY:  Dr. Jeffrey Pilz

DATE:  August 30 2012



COURSE TITLE:  The United States from TR to FDR



[bookmark: Textbook]COURSE DESCRIPTION:  A political, economic and cultural survey of the history of the United States from 1901 to 1941.



COURSE TEXTBOOK:  In lieu of a formal text (as none exists exclusively for this period) I envision a series of links to appropriate web based resources and, perhaps, non-copyrighted materials pasted into the course itself. (Or we could just read The Jungle and The Grapes of Wrath…).



[bookmark: Objectives]COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

	After completing this course, students should be able to do the following: 

1. Identify and explain the significance of key events, key players, and the political, economic and cultural trends of the period under consideration.

2. Discuss the immediate economic, political and cultural impact on American society of these events. 

3. Explain the changes in the international relations of the United States over this period.

4. Identify technological, social, and political developments during this time that still shape the country today.





 

JUSTIFICATION:

The early decades of the twentieth century saw the establishment of an industrial economy, empire, and a domestically active federal government. Each of these developments continues to shape the United States and a study of that development could interest a large segment of the student population.  Currently the University offers a survey course which introduce this period, but due to its larger timeline, it misses many of the major details which develop the greater significance of the key figures, innovations, and policies that would emerge between 1900 and 1940. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The purpose of this course is to highlight this pivotal period, and provide an additional option for students looking to go further in depth about this time, and to also provide another option to fulfill the Social Science credit.  There will be no prerequisite or program requirement to take this course.


GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL

PROPOSED BY: Robert Finger

DATE: August 28, 2012

COURSE TITLE: Colonial America

COURSE DESCRIPTION: Examines the colonial era in America from early European influences to the end of the Seven Years’ War, including the early economic, religious, and social principles which would lead to the establishment of the early colonial governments, the geographic and social regions that would become states, and the frontier conflicts which would inspire revolution against the British Empire.

COURSE TEXTBOOK: Reich: Colonial America Prentice Hall 2001 ISBN 0-13-089565-2

COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

	After completing this course, students should be able to do the following: 

1. Outline the evolution of the American colonies from the earliest settlements to the pre-Revolutionary War era.

2. Discuss the role of religion in the American colonies, including the influences of the Enlightenment and Great Awakening on early American culture.

3. Discuss how diverse European settlements in the colonies produced early communities and divisions among the colonies, some of which would continue to fester into larger American conflicts up to a century later.  

4. Identify notable frontier wars against the Native Americans, French, and the rising tensions between the British Regulars and English colonists.

5. Discuss the importance of the Seven Years’ War (French and Indian War) in America.

6. Identify and explain the Intolerable Acts and colonial reaction on the road to revolution.

7. Identify major figures in politics, economics, and philosophy in America.

8. Explain the differences between English and American governments, and their relationship to one another, prior to the Revolutionary era.

9. Identify and describe the role of the slave trade, and the economic importance in the colonial era.

10. Describe early cultural advancements in Colonial America, including medicine, Protestantism, and democracy.

JUSTIFICATION:

This will be an introduction of the evolution of modern America from the earliest settlements to the Revolutionary War in America, including details from the early European, Native American, and African cultures.  This is a study of the social, economic, and political influences which would inspire the establishment of the early colonies and how a series of cultural shifts led to revolution against the British Empire.  The concepts explored include a mix of religious, military, and social elements in society, and go into depth about principles which are limited in survey courses.

This course would be attractive to a student who is interested in American history, and could fill a general elective or history requirement.  This content will also feed into other courses by identifying many of the early issues between Europe and America, and would give background for America’s role with foreign relations and the establishment of government.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]


GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL

PROPOSED BY: Robert Finger

DATE: August 28, 2012

COURSE TITLE: Easter Rising

COURSE DESCRIPTION: Explores the Eastern Rising as a major event during the political struggle Irish nationalism and Home Rule from Great Britain.  This course will review the history of the nineteenth century Ireland-Britain struggle, the impact of the IRA, and the pivotal point in Ireland’s nationalist crusade.

COURSE TEXTBOOK: 

Joyce: “The Dubliners” 

Yeats: "Easter, 1916", "On a Political Prisoner”, "The Leaders of the Crowd", “The Second Coming”

Doyle: A Star Called Henry (The Last Roundup)

Ward, Alan J. (2003).  The Easter Rising: revolution and Irish nationalism (2nd ed.).  Wheeling, IL; Harland Davidson, Inc.

COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

	After completing this course, students should be able to do the following: 

1. Outline the political and social events which led to the troubles.

2. Explain the origins of key influential groups, including Sinn Fein and the IRA.

3. Discuss impact that this disagreement would have on World War I.

4. Explain the division that the fight for Home Rule would cause even among allies.

5. Identify major figures associated with this event and the Home Rule effort.

JUSTIFICATION:

This is a topic that can attract many students who may be less interested in a survey course, and the topic could be written and presented as a 300 level course to serve as a General Studies elective and serve as a study in Western civilization. 

The Easter Rising would be a pivotal event during the decades long fighting between Western European neighbors, which at its height would include significant events of terrorism and a Civil War between neighbors on one of Europe’s most historically significant island nations.

With the use of both a history text and several literary works, this provides the student a stronger grasp of the ideas and culture which would have a direct impact on the current divide between Ireland and the influence of Great Britain in the Northern provinces which would become the nation of Northern Ireland.



[bookmark: _GoBack]


GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL

PROPOSED BY: Dr. Jeffrey Pilz		

DATE:  August 28, 2012

COURSE TITLE: American Foreign Relations 1 and 2

[bookmark: Textbook]COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

ForRel 1:

If any single word may be used to describe the central theme of the early period of American foreign relations, “expansion” seems most appropriate. Between the Revolution and the brink of its entry into the First World War, America was transformed from a dependent seaboard colony into an industrialized continental power. Territorial and commercial growth was accompanied by rapidly developing political institutions and ideologies. Conflict, with other nations and with each other, also characterized the United States in much of this period. This is not unusual for a society undergoing rapid change. By examining these formative years of America’s foreign relations, one is able to more fully understand the policy traditions that have endured to the present day and appreciate the changes that have led others to be discarded.

ForRel2:	

From today’s perspective it is hard to imagine a time when the United States played only a minor part in the important issues of international affairs.  In the eighteenth century the superpowers were England and France; in the nineteenth these were joined by Prussia (eventually Germany), Russia and, to a lesser extent, the Hapsburg Empire.  Even Italy and the Netherlands commanded greater respect than America, at least commercially and culturally.  From the Revolution to the War Between the States the country was no more than what we would today consider an underdeveloped nation.  Only in the fifty years between the Civil War and the First World War did the United States come to understand its potential as a world power, and only in the last seventy has it been recognized by others as a superpower with wide-ranging political, military and economic interests. Even this status came only in the context of comparison to another superpower. The underlying truth of the history of American foreign relations is that, whether as a disparate group of colonies, a newly independent nation, an expanding presence, a burgeoning economic power, or as the only nation on the planet with superpower status, the foreign policy of America was and continues to be shaped by its relationship with other nations.

[bookmark: _GoBack]			

COURSE TEXTBOOKS:  

American Foreign Relations: A History, to 1920, Volume 1 Thomas Paterson, et.al. Cengage Learning, Mar 31, 2009 - 354 pages

American Foreign Relations: A History- Since 1895, Volume 2 Thomas G. Paterson, Thomas Paterson, et.al. Cengage Learning, Mar 27, 2009 - 588 pages



[bookmark: Objectives]COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

	After completing this course, students should be able to do the following: 
Define and describe the motive and action of the foreign policy makers throughout American history.
Understand the historical, political and economic ramifications of those motives and actions.
Explain the relationships formed between nations in the context of the foreign relations of the United States from the Constitutional Convention to the present
Have a firm grasp of the historical relationship of the United States with the world.

 JUSTIFICATION:

	Because Columbia Southern University (CSU) continues to cater to students within and from a strong American military tradition, courses examining America’s role in and relationships with the rest of the world could interest a large segment of the student population.  The purpose of this course is to highlight this important topic which is only broadly addressed in US history surveys and US Military history surveys, and also provide another option to fulfill the Social Science credit.  There will be no prerequisite or program requirement to take this course.


GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL



PROPOSED BY:  Dr. Jeffrey Pilz

DATE:  August 27 2012

[bookmark: Textbook]COURSE TITLE:  Founding Brothers

COURSE DESCRIPTION:   A biographical and historical inquiry of the founding generation built on a study of Joseph Ellis’ Founding Brothers.

COURSE TEXTBOOK:  Founding Brothers: The Revolutionary Generation Joseph J. Ellis Publisher	Paw Prints, 2008  ISBN	143955837X, 9781439558379 

[bookmark: Objectives]COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

	After completing this course, students should be able to do the following: 

1. Identify and explain the significance of the personalities, key events and issues faced by the founding brothers.

2. Describe the personal, economic, political and cultural relationships between these men which shaped the early years of the republic.

3. Place in context and historical perspective the ideas and actions of these players.

4. Discuss the immediate and long range successes and failures of the founding generation.

 JUSTIFICATION:

The purpose of this course is to highlight this pivotal time in American history and study the leadership group that shaped it. It will provide an additional option for students looking to go further in depth about the times and the men as introduced in HY1110, and to also provide another option to fulfill the Social Science credit.  There will be no prerequisite or program requirement to take this course. 





[bookmark: _GoBack] 


GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL

PROPOSED BY: Robert Finger

DATE: August 28, 2012

COURSE TITLE: Irish Potato Famine

COURSE DESCRIPTION: Examines the Potato Famine as a study of the impact of the famine in a political and social sense, including how the outcomes impacted Irish, British, and American politics and culture in the late nineteenth century.  This is a review of the Irish experience and the literary tradition that would come from it. 

COURSE TEXTBOOK: 

Donnelly, Jr., James S. (2002). The Great Irish Potato Famine. Phoenix Mill; Sutton Publishing Limited

Gallagher, Thomas (1987).  Paddy’s Lament, Ireland 1846-1847: Prelude to Hatred. Orlando; Harcourt Brace & Company

COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

	After completing this course, students should be able to do the following: 

1. Identify and discuss the political problems which plagued Ireland in the mid nineteenth century.

2. Discuss the significance of the potato from the Columbian exchange to the impact that the famine had on society.

3. Explain the difficult choices made by Irish citizens during this famine, which for many would be a matter of life and death.

4. Identify some of the resentments which would set the scene for later hostilities between Ireland and Northern Ireland, and related to the current political division between Ireland and Great Britain.

5. Explain the impact that Irish immigration would have on America’s major Eastern cities, including Baltimore, Boston, and New York.

JUSTIFICATION:

This is a topic that can carry a strong sympathy for many students who come from an Irish heritage, and serve as a study in Western civilization. The Irish Potato Famine would be a period of political turmoil in Western Europe, and the after effects would have a strong influence on immigration, and thus the American Western expansion, rise of cities, graft and corruption, and even the American Civil War.  Providing students a focused topic can attract many students who may be less interested in a survey course, and the topic could be written and presented as a 300 level course to serve as a General Studies elective.

With the use of two books, one history and the other a literary work, this provides the student a stronger grasp of the ideas and culture which would have a direct impact on the current divide between Ireland and Great Britain. 



[bookmark: _GoBack]


[bookmark: _GoBack]GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL



PROPOSED BY: (Faculty Member)  Lilia Anand

DATE: Sept 7th, 2012



COURSE TITLE: History of Modern Europe

[bookmark: Textbook]

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course surveys human cultural, social, economic, and political developments of Europe.  Covers 1900 to the present.



COURSE TEXTBOOK: (Recommended Textbook(s) or TBD)

Europe in the Contemporary World: 1900 to the Present: A Narrative History With Documents

Smith, Bonnie



[bookmark: Objectives]COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

	After completing this course, students should be able to do the 	following: 

1.	 Identify and describe the major the cultural, social, economic, and political developments of modern Europe.

2.	 Relate the major events in Europe during the 20th century to major global development. 

3.	 Analyze how historical issues and ideas have affected the development of contemporary European nations. 

4.	 Critique and analyze primary and secondary historical sources and differing historical viewpoints.



 

JUSTIFICATION:

 At the start of the 20th century, Europe dominated the world economically, socially, culturally, politically, and technologically.  As the 20th century drew to a close, many began to question the role of European nations in these spheres as well as the very idea of “Europe.”  In this course, we will explore how Europe traversed the 20th century—a time which saw it at the height of its glory and the depth of two world wars, a worldwide depression, mass extermination, global division, and, perhaps, a rebirth. 






[bookmark: _GoBack]GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL



PROPOSED BY: (Faculty Member)  Lilia Anand

DATE: Sept 7th 



COURSE TITLE:  History of Modern Russia

[bookmark: Textbook]

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  This course will focus on 19th and 20th century Russian history.  



COURSE TEXTBOOK: (Recommended Textbook(s) or TBD)

· [bookmark: Objectives]A History of Russia, Combined Volume, Seventh Edition.

Riasanovksy, Nicholas V. and Mark Steinberg

COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

	After completing this course, students should be able to do the 	following: 

· 1.	 Identify and describe the major the cultural, social, economic, and political developments of Soviet and Contemporary Russia.

2.	 Relate the major events in Russia during the Soviet and modern periods to major global development. 

3.	 Analyze how historical issues and ideas have affected the development of the contemporary Russian nation. 

4.	 Critique and analyze primary and secondary historical sources and differing historical viewpoints.



 

JUSTIFICATION:

· As Winston Churchill famously said, Russia can seem like “a riddle wrapped in a mystery inside an enigma.”  The history of 20th century Russia and the Soviet Union has long been misunderstood or skewed to fit a particular political or ideological agenda.  It is, however, a deeply important history which calls on the inquisitive and analytical mind.  It is a history of a people and of many peoples, for the Soviet Union was one of the most ethnically, culturally, linguistically, and religiously diverse empires of all time.  It is a history written in blood, oppression, and the mass murder of millions.  It is also the history of unimaginable triumph over unspeakable odds, the history of incredible achievement and undaunted successes.  


GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL



PROPOSED BY: Traci Frees presented after consulting with faculty member: Dr. James Fisher

DATE: 9/1/2012

[bookmark: _GoBack]

COURSE TITLE: Life, Ministry and Teachings of Jesus 

[bookmark: Textbook]COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Emphasis is on the analysis of the four Gospels and background, purpose, message, and themes of the Gospels and the significance of Jesus Christ in the first century and beyond.

COURSE TEXTBOOK: (TBD)
The Bible



[bookmark: Objectives]COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

	After completing this course, students should be able to do the 	following: 

 1. Outline the events and statements involved in Jesus’ life in a logical and chronological sequence; 

 2. Describe the significance of the words and works of Jesus Christ in light of the historical,   
     geographical, and cultural context of the Gospels; 

3. Demonstrate an understanding of God’s overall plan of redemption and the implications of the basic 
    truths revealed in the earthly ministry of Jesus Christ

4. Explain the harmony of the four gospels and dispel any contradictory facts found in each of them;

5. Demonstrate an understanding of how the life and ministry of Christ relates to prophecy, first century   
    Jewish and Christian life, and beyond

6. Demonstrate skill in the analysis and exegesis of key Bible passages in the Gospels; and 

7. Show mastery of the basic terminology of this course and the physical geography associated with the Gospels. 

JUSTIFICATION:
Utilize current faculty qualified to teach this course. Reinforce Christian foundation of university in course offered at CSU. This course would serve as General Education elective in the Humanities discipline. Fulfill the great commissions outlined in the Holy Bible to proclaim the Gospel of Christ to all nations.


[bookmark: _GoBack]GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL



PROPOSED BY: Dr. Barbara Daniel

DATE: September 7, 2012

COURSE TITLE:  CM2010 Interpersonal communication

[bookmark: Textbook]COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course introduces students to various aspects of interpersonal communication including perception, language and meaning, listening and providing feedback.  They will learn how to interact in various situations in the workplace and in society.

COURSE TEXTBOOK: Adler, R. B., Rosenfeld, L. B. & Proctor, R. F. Interplay:  The process of interpersonal communication. Oxford University Press.

[bookmark: Objectives]COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

	After completing this course, students should be able to do the following: 

1. Identify and communicate ideas that persuade and convince others at work or in social settings.

2. Evaluate communication choices with respect to levels of empathy, mutual goal satisfaction, and social propriety.

3. Analyze mutual influences between such aspects as self-concept, social norms, gender, and culture

4. Assess risks and benefits of self-disclosure in work and social settings.

5. Discuss impact of concrete and descriptive language when conveying information, praise, and constructive criticism.

6. Formulate communication strategies for discussing and influencing relationships at work and in social settings.

7. Develop communication strategies for constructive management of issues and conflicts that arise out of differing perceptions at work and in communities.

 JUSTIFICATION:

In the workplace, in the community, in the family, people have to be able to understand each other by learning how to interact effectively.  The Department of Labor’s SCANS report identifies Interpersonal skills as a necessary component in the workforce.  


[bookmark: _GoBack]GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL



PROPOSED BY: Dr. Barbara Daniel

DATE: September 7, 2012

COURSE TITLE:  CM1020 Non-Verbal Communication

[bookmark: Textbook]COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course introduces students to human interactions based on nonverbal communication such as proxemics, kinesics, and paralanguage, with emphasis on work situations.  They will also learn about nonverbal expression of relationships within and across cultures.

COURSE TEXTBOOK: Burgoon, J. K., Buller, D. B. & Woodall, W. G. Nonverbal communication:  The unspoken dialogue. New York, NY: McGraw-Hill.

[bookmark: Objectives]COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

	After completing this course, students should be able to do the following: 

1. Describe factors that influence perceptions and behavior.

2. Identify five major categories of body movement.

3. Discuss contrasting theories on the use of emotion in work or community situations.

4. Explain the major influences of one’s physical environment on physiological and behavioral responses.

5. Identify personal space zones and their communicative functions.

 JUSTIFICATION:

In the workplace, employees must understand how body language and other nonverbal behaviors as well as their attitudes toward work play an important role in strengthening relationships and increasing productivity.


GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL



PROPOSED BY: Julie A. Hirschboeck

DATE: 9/04/12

COURSE TITLE: Introduction to Humanities

[bookmark: Textbook]COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course would introduce students to the importance of the humanities and the broad scope of the impact they have on world cultures and ideas. The course would cover such areas as mythology, music, theater, religion, cinema, the visual arts, literature, philosophy and the place of the artist in society. 



[bookmark: _GoBack]COURSE TEXTBOOK:  Janero, R & Altshuler, T. The Art of Being Human

[bookmark: Objectives]

COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

	After completing this course, students should be able to 

Identify important ideas that have played major roles in the development of our culture as well as others. 

Express and support personal perspectives and interpretations of various works of art and culture. 

Develop a vocabulary for discussing and analyzing various elements of the humanities. 

Understand diversity in the arts and culture. 





 JUSTIFICATION: I believe that CSU needs a broad based introductory course in the humanities. Since this is such a wide ranging area of study, the need for an overview is crucial to every student in every discipline. In the world today the global view needs to be taken into consideration and a course like this could provide that overview. 


Faculty Member: Dr. Justin Harrison



[bookmark: _GoBack]Introduction to Philosophy 

· Course Description

 Students will be exposed to the primary categories of philosophical enquiry (metaphysics, ethics, epistemology, aesthetics, and philosophy of religion).  Students will engage historical and contemporary texts related to these areas, utilizing philosophical analysis to enhance their critical thinking and problem-solving capabilities.  Questions that will guide the discussions and assignments in the course include: What can humans know?  What is the good life?  What makes something beautiful?  What are the foundations of human perception?  What are the foundations of reality? Does God exist?  How ought I live?



· Course Learning Outcomes

1) Critically evaluate historical philosophical texts.

2) Apply knowledge of philosophical theory to contemporary issues as well as one’s personal perspective.

3) Create philosophical writing artifacts based around analysis, critique, and critical engagement. 



Introduction to Ethics

· Course Description

Students will examine what it means to live a good life.  They will engage, analyze, and interpret the primary philosophical responses to the question of what it means to be ethically good and live a flourishing life.  They will then utilize those theories in their analysis of contemporary discussions of ethics and ethical issues, interpreting contemporary ethical issues through the lens of ethical theory.  Students will examine practical ethical issues such as abortion, torture, women’s rights, duty to aid, euthanasia, racism, treatment of animals, environmental policies, the death penalty, poverty, global warming, and consumption.



· Course Learning Outcomes

1) Critically evaluate philosophical theories on how humans ought to conduct their lives ethically.

2) Apply knowledge of philosophical ethical theories to contemporary ethical issues involving interpersonal, political, and social spheres.

3) Analyze ethical issues while drawing conclusions about the most adequate courses of action.

4) Create philosophical writing artifacts based on analysis, critique, and critical engagement.




Faculty Member: Dr. Justin Harrison



Introduction to Ethics

1. Course Description

Students will examine what it means to live a good life.  They will engage, analyze, and interpret the primary philosophical responses to the question of what it means to be ethically good and live a flourishing life.  They will then utilize those theories in their analysis of contemporary discussions of ethics and ethical issues, interpreting contemporary ethical issues through the lens of ethical theory.  Students will examine practical ethical issues such as abortion, torture, women’s rights, duty to aid, euthanasia, racism, treatment of animals, environmental policies, the death penalty, poverty, global warming, and consumption.



1. Course Learning Outcomes

1. Critically evaluate philosophical theories on how humans ought to conduct their lives ethically.

1. Apply knowledge of philosophical ethical theories to contemporary ethical issues involving interpersonal, political, and social spheres.

1. Analyze ethical issues while drawing conclusions about the most adequate courses of action.

1. Create philosophical writing artifacts based on analysis, critique, and critical engagement.

[bookmark: _GoBack]








GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL



PROPOSED BY: Dr. Barbara Daniel

DATE: September 7, 2012

[bookmark: _GoBack]COURSE TITLE:  Speech Communication for Leaders

[bookmark: Textbook]COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course develops and improves on argumentative and critical thinking skills as students explore and analyze organizational discourse, the development of sound oral reasoning, proper methods of refutation, and the facilitation of argumentation in executive group situations.  Through group debates and forums on current topics, students research leadership topics, explore organizational issues and formulate propositions as they apply to business decision making.

COURSE TEXTBOOK: TBD

[bookmark: Objectives]COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

	After completing this course, students should be able to do the following: 

1. Develop a personal leadership plan.

2. Explain how to handle difficult situations through discourse

3. Compare oral presentations in the context of opportunities, challenges and roles.

4. Analyze the discourse that occurs in organizations

5. Apply critical thinking skills when formulating decisions

 JUSTIFICATION:

 Leaders must be able to communicate effectively, orally and in writing, so that stakeholders clearly understand the vision, values, and mission of organizations.  They must be able to avoid the pitfalls that lead to conflict and confusion in organizations.




GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL



PROPOSED BY: Dr. Barbara Daniel

DATE: September 7, 2012

[bookmark: _GoBack]COURSE TITLE:  Argumentation

[bookmark: Textbook]COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course emphasizes the use of reasoning skills and introduces students to theory, research, and practice as they advocate positions on various issues.  Using communication strategies, students will research, prepare, and deliver arguments of fact, value, and policy.

COURSE TEXTBOOK: Inch, E. S. & Warnick, B.  (2013). Critical Thinking and Communication:  The Use of Reason in Argument. Boston, MA:Pearson (Allyn & Bacon)

[bookmark: Objectives]COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

	After completing this course, students should be able to do the following: 

1. Define argumentation, understand its structure and components

2. Discuss the use of argumentation in a democratic society

3. Evaluate various aspects of evidence and reasoning

4. Present arguments in a civil manner and be a critical decision maker

5. Discuss barriers to effective critical thinking

 JUSTIFICATION:

 In meeting goals and objectives, people must know how to advance their points of view logically and with sound reasoning.  Well-thought-out discussions can bring in new business and cement current relationships in business and social settings.




Faculty Member: Dr. Justin Harrison



Social and Political Philosophy

· Course Description

Students in this course will examine the foundations of political society and the philosophical ideals that underpin a flourishing society.  They will study historical philosophical analyses of various time periods and cultures, ultimately engaging with ideas about the proper political structure that allows the citizenry to flourish.   Students will then apply theory to practice as they examine the actual political societies and policies that have emerged in the 20th and 21st century.  They will think about how political ideas have shaped societies and cultures, and how those ideas have led to positive and negative outcomes in the world.



· Course Learning Outcomes

1) Critically evaluate philosophical theories about the best forms of political society.

2) Relate knowledge of political philosophical theory to contemporary political and social issues that face societies in the contemporary world.

3) Imagine and explicate the concept of a most flourishing society while determining how a society might reach this goal.

4) Create philosophical writing artifacts based on analysis, critique, and critical engagement.

[bookmark: _GoBack]


Faculty Member: Dr. Justin Harrison



[bookmark: _GoBack]Women, Society, and the History of Ideas

· Course Description

Students will examine the history of society and the place of women in society with a special emphasis on the intellectual contributions of women throughout history.  Students will pay special attention to how societal structures and beliefs have structured the “role of women” and the limitations that have been placed on women as a whole.  Students will apply the ideas of these thinkers to contemporary issues that relate to women: inequality, sexism, social roles, gender roles, the place of women in the family, abuse, women’s rights as human rights, roles of women on the world stage, and sexuality.



· Course Learning Outcomes

1) Critically engage historical texts written by women.

2) Envision and apply historical contexts to the literature that is examined in the course.

3) Apply knowledge of the visions of the roles of women to more contemporary visions of these roles, evaluating those roles based on philosophical analysis and factual evidence.

4) Examine contemporary issues of inequality and create modes of action and reasoning that would contribute to equality between the sexes.

5) Create philosophical writing artifacts based on analysis, critique, and critical engagement.










GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL

PROPOSED BY: Dr. Siri Nimal Wickramaratne

DATE: 08/20/2012

[bookmark: _GoBack]COURSE TITLE: Introduction to Environmental Geology 

[bookmark: Textbook]COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This is an introductory environmental science course covering the following environmental topics that are primarily geological in nature:  

· The Earth system with a focus on the geological environment, minerals and rocks. Plate tectonics.

· Water resources, soil resources, rock and mineral resources, energy resources. 

· Geological disasters; earthquakes, volcanoes, water action and floods, coastal zone and coastal erosion, mass movements, glacial erosion, wind erosion and deserts.

· Environmental pollution; air and water, chemical pollutants, waste disposal.  Introduction to environmental law and policy.

· Introduction to the Concept of Sustainable Development.

COURSE TEXTBOOK: Environmental Geology – Carla W. Montgomery McGraw-Hill - 9th Edition.

[bookmark: Objectives]COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

	After completing this course, students should be able to do the 	following: 

a.  Understand the basic components of the Earth System and their interactions.

b.  Know renewable and non-renewable geological resources. 

c. Understand environmental issues (from a  human-centered stand-point)with special reference to the geological environment

d. The dire need for sustainable use of the Earth’s Resources.

JUSTIFICATION:

Environmental science studies the basics of the natural world.  More importantly, it is the study of how the environment affects humans and how humans affect the environment. 

It is a broad subject that covers the biophysical environment as well as the human socioeconomic and cultural environment. Examples of its subdivisions are introduction to environmental science, environmental chemistry, environmental biology, environmental geology, environmental economics, environmental ethics and environmental law and environmental management.

The proposed environmental geology course focuses on the geological aspects the environment and would make up an integral part of an environmental science course.  It would also be a relevant component in a general education or general science course.

Its current relevance becomes obvious in view of the trends of environmental problems such as earthquakes, landslides, soil erosion, mining disasters, nuclear waste issues, whether natural or human induced.


[bookmark: _GoBack]GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL



PROPOSED BY: Dr. Namhyung Lee

DATE: 8/25/2012



COURSE TITLE: Human and the Universe

[bookmark: Textbook]

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course deals with history from ancient astronomy to modern cosmology for non-science major students. No math and physics background is required.This course provides a fundamental understanding of astronomical concepts about planets, stars, galaxies, and the universe through human civilization development. This course also delivers how astronomy and cosmology has progressed through great debates regarding the solar system model, the scale of the universe, and the origin of gamma ray bursts.



COURSE TEXTBOOK: 

The History of Astronomy by Heather Couper, Nigel Henbest, Arthur C. Clarke.

ISNB-1-55407-325-1



[bookmark: Objectives]COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

	After completing this course, students should be able to do the 	following: 

1. Understand astronomical concepts with history of civilization.

2. Understand astronomical and physical importance through many achievements by renowned astronomers.

3. Explain the structure of the Universe from the largest to the smallest scale. 

4. Describe astronomical tools from the past and future to analyze the Universe. 

5. Describe the similarities and differences among the major planets in our solar system and discuss their unique characteristics. 

6. Understand the consequences of the motion of the Earth, the Moon, and the Sun.

7. Describe geocentric and heliocentric models in the Solar System.

8. Explain the life cycles of stars according to the stars’ different masses

9. Account for the importance of the H-R diagram on stellar evolution

10. Summarize the characteristics of different types of galaxies

11. Describe the structure and main composition of the Milky Way Galaxy.

12. Explain the organization of the Universe and theories related to the origin of the Universe.



JUSTIFICATION:

The birth of astronomy closely followed the birth of civilization. The knowledge of astronomy intrigued our ancestors from the beginning. Astronomy has oftentimes been portrayed in legends and fairy tales, and has also been corroded into astrology and the zodiac. Perhaps it is fate from the stars, or light from the heavens, but astronomy has always been closely linked to understanding our lives as well as our selves. We live on the Earth, bound by concrete physical laws; we look up to the heavens and we see the whole universe stretched before our eyes. We imagine: what is up there? What gods, what goddesses, what stories? The universe has affected our culture for millennia now – from Greek mythology to the Egyptian pyramids, from the towering, calculated circles of Stonehenge to Galileo, from music inspired and perhaps liberated from the stars to present-day research facilities. There is not a single facet of life unaffected by cosmology. Understanding astronomy is about knowing what we are and where we are going. It is the human, an unimaginably minor character in the greater schemes of the universe, who strives to understand this vast space around us. We as humans consist of the same elements as the remnants of stellar evolution; thus, in a sense, we are a product of the stars, from which we originated. And as children of the stars, what little is out there that we cannot question, we cannot answer, we cannot conquer?

























From the textbook----

The history of astronomy is a reflection of the history of humankind. Why else would we call the cosmic firmament “Heaven,” and populate it with deities – like the Sun, the Moon and the planets? Why else would we map our long cherished legends onto the sky, making them concrete in the constellation pattern? Why else have civilizations believed that the stars dictated their lives?

Our ancestors built monuments to the stars – like the great stone circles of Stonehenge and the cathedrals that are the Pyramids. The sky has driven our belief systems, and our culture, over countless millennia.



Starting with the Greeks, humans have striven to understand the Universe. Does the Sun travel around the Earth, or the Earth around the Sun? What are fearsome-looking comets? How big is the Cosmos?



Over centuries and millennia, astronomers have established the true nature of the Universe. At each stage, our planet Earth has seemed smaller and less significant. This changing perception has put astronomers at loggerheads with philosophers and priests alike.



Today, we have reached a humbling perspective on the Cosmos. The Earth is an average planet, circling a middle-aged star in an unremarkable galaxy. But we can be proud of one achievement: our planet has developed a life-form that can gaze out into the Universe – and question what it all means.

 


GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL



PROPOSED BY: Chuck Williams

DATE: 20 August 2012 

[bookmark: Textbook]COURSE TITLE: Essentials of Oceanography

COURSE DESCRIPTION: An overview of the world’s oceans with an emphasis on physical and biological processes that create a dynamic marine environment. Topics covered will include plate tectonics and the ocean floor, physical and chemical properties of seawater, major marine regions and seafloor sediments, ocean circulation by waves and tides, coastal zone processes, marine environments and the diversity of marine life, the role of oceans in climate change, and human activities and the ocean environment. 

COURSE TEXTBOOK: Trujillo A.P., & Thurman, H.V. (2011). Essentials of Oceanography (10th ed.). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall. 

[bookmark: Objectives]COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

	After completing this course, students should be able to do the following: 

· Profile the science of oceanography and how it is practiced.

· Describe the makeup and distribution of the major marine provinces of the world’s oceans. 

· Explain the theory of plate tectonics and how it relates to major features of the seafloor. 

· Describe the physical and chemical properties of seawater and explain how these affect marine life.

· Describe the processes that create ocean circulation patterns and explain how these processes shape coastal and marine environments.

· Describe the interactions of plants and animals in the marine environment and how these interactions link the living and non-living components of the world’s oceans, landmasses, and atmosphere.

· Discuss the interrelations of the world’s oceans with the atmosphere and explain how climate change may affect marine and coastal environments.  

· Discuss how humans have used and changed the world’s oceans. 

JUSTIFICATION:

[bookmark: _GoBack]Oceans cover slightly over 70% of the Earth’s surface and contain approximately 97% of the world’s water.  Oceans play an important role in the global environment as a key component of the hydrologic cycle, in influencing global and regional climate patterns, and in shaping the world’s shorelines.  Human societies have depended heavily on the oceans for providing food, energy, and mineral wealth, sometimes to the detriment of the resource. As a font of both inspiration and fear, oceans have also influenced the human spirit, abundantly expressed in literature and song. Today, the oceans are seen as a key component in global climate change, both as a means to counter undesirable effects of climate change through innovative mitigation practices and as a symptom of change as evidenced by rising sea levels that threaten populous coastal regions. Thus, it is important to understand the role of the world’s oceans in the global environment and human society to foster a deeper appreciation and respect for the resource. That is the ultimate goal of this course.






GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL

PROPOSED BY: Dr. Siri Nimal Wickramaratne

DATE: 08/20/2012

COURSE TITLE: Introduction to Environmental Science

[bookmark: Textbook]COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This is an introductory environmental science course that broadly covers the discipline.   Its general content will be as follows:  

· What is environmental science? environmental literacy, environmental worldviews, environmental ethics, information literacy.

· Scientific method.

· Introduction to environmental systems, ecosystems, population ecology, community ecology, biomes, biodiversity, forests, grasslands and marine ecosystems.

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Human population, ecological footprint concept, consumption, environmental economics.

· Natural resources, fisheries, water resources, nonrenewable energy; coal, petroleum and nuclear.

· Renewable energy; sun, wind power, hydropower and biofuels.

· Agriculture, water pollution, eutrophication, air pollution, solid waste.

· Climate change.

· Urbanization, sustainable development concept. 

COURSE TEXTBOOK: Environmental Science for a Changing World – Anne Houtman, Susan Karr and Jeneen Interlandi (2012) W.H. Freeman/Scientific American.

[bookmark: Objectives]COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

	After completing this course, students should be able to do the 	following: 

  

a.  Understand the scope and content and concepts of environmental science.

b.  View the Earth as a single ecological system of interrelated components.

c.  Know the Earth’s major biomes, principles of population ecology and the importance of biodiversity.

d. Gain knowledge of human population growth, natural resources, the concepts of ecological footprint and environmental economics and consumption.

e. Comprehend the environmental problems mainly resulting from the human activities. 

f. Understanding how people move toward an urban life.  The concept of sustainable development.

JUSTIFICATION:

Environmental science is an interdisciplinary subject that studies how the environment affects humans and how humans affect the environment. 

It is broad in scope to cover both the biophysical environment and the human environment. This proposed environmental science course provides a broad summary view of the subject. Therefore, it would be a good introduction to the subject. It could also fit into a general education course.  Moreover, it will also be of general interest to anyone who wants to learn about the environment.

With the human population expanding and environmental problems intensifying, environmental awareness increases.  Therefore, this course will provide a good foundation for studying environmental science.


[bookmark: _GoBack]GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL



PROPOSED BY: 			Dr. Alec Sithole

DATE: 				8/21/2012

COURSE TITLE: 			Physics I      



[bookmark: Textbook]COURSE DESCRIPTION: 	An introductory algebra-based physics course. Special emphasis is placed on overview of fundamental concepts of motion in a straight line, vectors in physics, laws of motion, work and energy, potential and kinetic energy, conservation of energy, linear momentum and collisions, oscillations, waves and sound, temperature and heat.

COURSE TEXTBOOK: 	James S. Walker (2010). Physics with MasteringPhysics (4th ed.). Addison-Wesley (Pearson).

	

[bookmark: Objectives]COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

	After completing this course, students should be able to do the following: 

· Gain working knowledge of the underlying concepts of physics;

· Explain the basic principles and theories of nature, and identify mathematical tools needed to explain the concepts;

· Identify the applications of the principles of physics to everyday situations;

· Develop effective practical problem-solving strategies.



JUSTIFICATION:

This course exposes students to basic physics, which will help them to analyze a wide variety of problems and develop problem-solving skills using basic physics concepts. The course is useful for students in disciplines such as medical and pre-medical professions, biology, chemistry, fire science, environmental science, and computer science where fundamental concepts of physics are needed.








GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL



PROPOSED BY: 			Dr. Alec Sithole

[bookmark: _GoBack]DATE: 				8/18/2012

COURSE TITLE: 		Survey in Meteorology

[bookmark: Textbook]COURSE DESCRIPTION: 	Introduction to fundamental concepts of weather and climate. Concepts covered in the course: introduction to the atmosphere, heating earth’s surface and atmosphere, temperature moisture and atmospheric stability, formation of rainfall, air pressure and winds, circulation of the atmosphere, air masses, weather patterns, atmospheric hazards (such as thunderstorms, tornadoes and hurricanes), air pollution, and climate.

COURSE TEXTBOOK: 	The Atmosphere: An introduction to Meteorology. 12th Edition. Authors:  Frederick K. Lutgens & Edward J. Tarbuck. Pearson Publishing Co.

[bookmark: Objectives]COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

	After completing this course, students should be able to do the following: 

· Explain the atmospheric composition and structure 

· Describe the role of atmospheric phenomena to weather and climate

· Explain the basic variables used in weather and atmospheric studies: temperature, pressure, humidity, winds, and aerosol particles 

· Describe the basic techniques used in weather and climate analysis 

· Identify cloud types and explain their formation, and precipitation types

· Identify atmospheric hazards such as severe thunderstorms, lightning and thunder, cyclones, hurricanes and tornadoes, and explain their formation.

· Interpret national weather bulletins



JUSTIFICATION:

Weather and climate affect all human activities on the Earth from the food, energy, comfort, work and industry. Other activities that are directly or indirectly are affected by weather and climate include: transport (e.g. navigation and aviation), Industry, agriculture, Human and animal Life. Weather hazards are common in every part of the globe. Hence, it is of paramount importance that every citizen has a basic understanding of the fundamentals of weather and climate. This will help all citizens to understand and interpret weather bulletins and warnings.




GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL

[bookmark: _GoBack]

PROPOSED BY: James R. Fleming

DATE: 9/4/12

[bookmark: Textbook]COURSE TITLE: Literature and War/Literature of War/War and Peace in World Literature

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Literature and war seem to have little connection with each other. Literature is about creating something and war is the most destructive activity in which human beings engage. However, given that war has been a constant facet of human existence, it would be surprising if writers had not attempted to capture some of the reality of war within their works. People write partly from their own experience — though their imaginations are equally important to the process — and war has been a nearly ineluctable part of human experience since long before literature existed. More literature derives from pain, anger, and despair than from joy, and war is the source of pain, anger, and despair on an immense scale. On a fundamental level, virtually all literature derives from the awareness of death and the desire to communicate one’s thoughts to others before one dies, and nothing makes one more aware of death than war. Writers know that great literature grants authors a form of immortality, or at least a more enduring influence on the world: the authors we are reading are dead, but we can still hear their voices from beyond the grave and engage with their thoughts.   Moreover, literature requires both irony and paradox, and war provides both. As terrible as war so often is, it also provides the opportunity to demonstrate many qualities that we admire, such as courage, camaraderie, and occasionally chivalry. As deadly as war is, proximity to death makes one feel more alive than one might otherwise. As brutal as war is, it can also be spectacular and awe-inspiring. War is not only a suitable subject for literature, it is also a nearly irresistible one.



COURSE TEXTBOOK: TBD

There are several textbooks that could be used for this class.  Ideally a custom reader, plus three or four novels/books would be ideal.  Authors studied would include Homer, Shakespeare, Sun Tsu, Hemingway, Mailer, Heller, O’Brien, and manyothers.  



[bookmark: Objectives]COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

	After completing this course, students should be able to do the following: 

1. Demonstrate the critical thinking skills required to read, interpret, and evaluate assigned literary works. 

2. Identify cultural, historical, and philosophical forces revealed in and illustrated by the assigned literature. 

3. Examine how allusion, figurative language, and other formal features shape meaning in the assigned literature. 

4. Identify both the thematic and the aesthetic significance of the assigned literary works and place the thematic and aesthetic concerns of the work in the context of the historical/literary period of the work. 

5. Analyze formal elements in the assigned literary works, identify and analyze questions these works pose about human concerns such as the nature of war, peace evil, family, community, and other provocative subjects. 

6. Examine and express the role that the assigned literature played in creating the cultural and philosophical foundations of both literature and our understand of war and conflict. 

7. Apply literary research and scholarship to evaluate assigned literature. 

8. Understand the nature of war and its relationship to world history and human culture.  

9. Conceptualize the complicated relationship between war and peace. 

10. Understand the experience of engaging in, sacrificing one’s life for, and surviving war.

JUSTIFICATION:

This course aims to provide students with the skills necessary to make the reading of and engagement with great works of literature meaningful and ongoing aspects of their lives. Over the course of the semester, students will explore some of the ways that literature has dealt with the subject of war. Traditionally, we might label these ways with adjectives such as epic, heroic, realistic, dramatic, satirical, absurd, and poetic or lyric, but what is important is how each approach deepens and enriches our understanding of the experience of war. Finally, students will also consider how literature about war has changed to reflect changes in war itself.  Given the number of active duty and veteran military students, this course will surely appeal to a large segment of our population.  




GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL



PROPOSED BY: Brian Wilkins

DATE: 9/4/2012



COURSE TITLE: Introduction to Creative Writing

[bookmark: Textbook]

COURSE DESCRIPTION: Introduction to Creative Writing covers the basics of the three main genres of Creative Writing: Fiction, Non-Fiction, and Poetry.  Students will generate content in each discipline, learning to engage with language in the dynamic processes of creation and criticism. Elements of research, personal history, and artistic vision will combine to provide students access to a less regimented but academically viable method for processing their experiences. Students will also engage in constructive, workshop style criticism through Discussion Board posts, learning to analyze and suggest improvement for each other’s work. 

COURSE TEXTBOOK: The Sounds of Poetry: A Brief Guide by Robert Pinsky

The Making of a Story: A Norton Guide to Creative Writing by Alice LaPlante.



[bookmark: Objectives]COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

	After completing this course, students should be able to do the following: write a short story, non-fiction essay, and three forms of poetry (both traditional and contemporary verse).  In addition, the student will be able to constructively criticize creative work in a workshop format. 



 

JUSTIFICATION: While the ability to manage traditional forms of memos and reports is an important part of any student’s professional portfolio, creative thinking and the ability to criticize in a group setting can make a student an immediate asset in any career. Moving beyond a model in which we prepare students to fit into an existing career, creative thinking allows the student to contribute from day one. Like any other set of skills, creative thinking must be practiced. Writing short stories, essays, and poems requires the student to generate solutions to problems. The workshop format, in which students criticize each other’s work in addition to receiving guidance from the professor, provides the student an opportunity to learn both to give and take advice. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]All of this pitch, of course, focuses on the professional aspects. Since education edifies the person as a whole, this class also offers students the chance to engage in more intuitive thinking. It is a chance for students to express themselves in an environment which will also hone their vital writing skills.





 




[bookmark: _GoBack]Course Proposal – Dr. Bethany Lohr

Forensic Psychology

Course Title: “Forensic Psychology”

This course is an overview of the field of forensic psychology, including the history and current issues in the field, as well as the roles and responsibilities of the Forensic Psychologist. Topics to be studied include crimes, mass murders, and serial killers, terrorism, law enforcement and court proceedings, and the interaction of psychology with the law in these events and processes.

[bookmark: Textbook]COURSE TEXTBOOK

		Kitaeff, J. (2011). Forensic Psychology



		 

		(2011 ed.). Publisher: Prentice-Hall
ISBN-10: 0135059194
ISBN-13: 9780135059197





[bookmark: Objectives]FORENSIC PSYCHOLOGY LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

After completing this course, students should be able to do the following: 

1. Discuss the History and Current Issues in Forensic Psychology, including the roles of Forensic Psychologists

2. Appraise aggression, violent and non-violent crime, mass murders, and serial killers

3. Discuss the Psychology of Terrorism, Cults, and Extremism

4. Discuss the interaction of law enforcement, investigations, and police psychology

5. Evaluate the research on eyewitness testimony, psychology of false confessions, and repressed memories

6. Discuss concepts such as capacity and incapacity and the insanity defense

7. Apply Forensic Psychology to juries and the courtroom, the workplace, children and families, and treatment and rehabilitation.



Justification for Building a Forensic Psychology Course

This course would be a strong empirically-based psychology course that would offer another applied choice for our psychology majors, but would also be very applicable and interesting to many CSU students in other majors such as Criminal Justice, Fire Science, and anyone considering law enforcement or law school after graduation from CSU.  Many of our psychology majors have expressed interest in a Criminal Justice minor or double major in our course room discussions.  High profile media cases and television series like CSI have highlighted the vast interest in this topic, and many other Universities already have a Forensic Psychology course to differentiate the reality of this field from the media-based version that is presented, as well as to appeal to the growing number of students interested in the growing field of Forensic Psychology. This would probably be a popular course both from its content in the learning objectives, and its appeal from television and media in our world today.

We already have two CSU Psychology Faculty members (one Adjunct, one Full-Time) who are qualified to write and teach this Forensic Psychology course.  They each have both research and clinical expertise and experience in this area.  This would be a potentially popular cross-disciplinary course for both psychology and non-psychology majors, with the only prerequisite being Psychology 1010 (General Psychology).   

The name of the course will be taken from the title of the textbook Forensic Psychology, which is both a concise and appropriate title. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Course Proposal – Dr .Bethany Lohr

Ethics and Multi-cultural Diversity

Course Title: “Ethics and Multi-cultural Diversity in Psychology”

This course is the Capstone course for Psychology majors, where they will study and apply the APA Code of Ethics, as well as integrate and discuss aspects of multi-cultural and other aspects of diversity in psychology. The course will focus on application of these principles and issues. The Capstone project will conclude the course and will be chosen by each student in a topic of psychology of their interest. 

[bookmark: Textbook]COURSE TEXTBOOK  and Materials

APA Code of Ethics document at American Psychological Association website:

http://www.apa.org/ethics/code/index.aspx

		Pack-Brown, S.B, & Williams, C.B. (2004). Ethics in a Multi-Cultural Context



		 

		(2004 ed.). Publisher: SAGE Publications


		ISBN: 9780761924272



		











[bookmark: Objectives]ETHICS AND MULTICULTURAL DIVERSITY PSYCHOLOGY LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

After completing this course, students should be able to do the following: 

		1. Discuss and apply the principles, guidelines, and goals of the ethical codes of the American Psychological Association (APA), the American Counseling Association (ACA), and the National Association of Social Workers (NASW), emphasizing the APA Code of Ethics.

2. Appraise how multicultural and other aspects of diversity interact with research and clinical practice in psychology, including the role of ethics in diversity.

3. Discuss and demonstrate the importance of cultural competence.

4. Evaluate the importance of ethical thinking and decision making within a multi-cultural framework.

5. Discuss Dual Relationships and Unintentional Cultural Bias.

6. Demonstrate the integration of psychological foundations, critical thinking skills, and awareness of ethical and diversity issues in a final project.

		









Justification for Building an Ethics and Multicultural Diversity Psychology Course

The proposed course would served as a required Capstone course for Psychology majors and integrate learning from previous courses as it is applied to the topics of ethics and multicultural diversity.   The course will be based on the American Psychological Association (APA ) Code of Ethics and its practical applications via case studies in the online learning units and discussions that also integrate important elements of multiculturalism and diversity present in our world and psychology today.  Our current courses and textbooks only briefly weave elements of ethics and diversity into sections within chapters and topics of study.  Ethics is one of the cornerstones of psychology, particularly in the practicing psychologist.  Many of our students indicate in the course room that they will practice psychology after obtaining their CSU undergraduate degree as case managers in the mental health field or in school-related settings, and need to be able to be ethical in their work and practice, as well as become competent in multicultural diversity issues in psychology before graduation and working in these settings.

We already have licensed CSU Psychology Faculty members (several Adjunct, one Full-Time) who are qualified to write and teach this Psychology capstone course.  Although there are small portions of our courses and textbooks in our current psychology courses that touch upon ethics and diversity issues, a capstone course that applies these cornerstone principles in psychology would be a wonderful learning experience to integrate the courses for our psychology majors.  

In addition, CSU could offer a version of the online course without the required project for licensed mental health practitioners to obtain their CEUs needed for state licensing boards. Many state licensing boards require licensed mental health practitioners to obtain a number of their Continuing Education Units (CEUs) in each licensing cycle in Ethics and Multicultural Diversity during each licensure renewal cycle.   After the course is written, we can pursue approval of the course content and certification by CEU accrediting bodies like the American Psychological Association (APA ) and NBCC, etc.  Offering a version of this course to a non-degree seeking mental health professional for CEUs could generate a new revenue stream for CSU using the same online course that we are utilizing for our Psychology degree-seeking students, thus costing no additional overhead for course-writing or instruction.

The name of this course, Ethics and Multicultural Diversity,  is appropriate, as captures the focus of the study and application of the Code of Ethics in Psychology, as well as aspects of multiculturalism and diversity of this course for both the Psychology majors, and potential mental health professional seeking CEUs.  




GENERAL STUDIES COURSE PROPOSAL

DATE: 9/7/2012



COURSE TITLE: Math for Liberal Arts

[bookmark: Textbook]

COURSE DESCRIPTION: Math for the Liberal Arts is an introduction to non-technical applications of mathematics in the modern world. The course is designed to cultivate an appreciation of the significance of mathematics in daily life and develop students' mathematical reasoning. Subjects include Quantitative Information in Everyday Life, Financial Management, Statistics, and Probability. 

COURSE TEXTBOOK: (TBD)



[bookmark: Objectives]COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

	After completing this course, students should be able to do the 	following: 

· Explain ways in which mathematics is relevant to their lives; 

· Improve their self-confidence in dealing with mathematical issues; 

· Reason with quantitative information, such as by explaining the use and meaning of percentages, graphs, probabilities, and averages; 

· Strengthen the critical thinking skills for quantitative reasoning needed in life, for example by solving problems in consumer mathematics. 



[bookmark: _GoBack] JUSTIFICATION: This course would be intended for students who will major in areas which do not require further mathematics. We hope that your interest in mathematics will be stimulated in new ways at the same time you are perfecting basic logical and mathematical skills.

 










